OFRC — 10 Years Tough (and not going anywhere!)

It all started with a report that was presented to the Greater Sudbury City Council in
January of 2013. The report recommended that our arena, the I.J. Coady Memorial
Arena, be closed. The word got out to the community and the I.J. Coady Memorial

Arena Events Committee, consisting of Steve Bastien, Genny Larose, Colleen Hein,

Danielle Landry and Carrie Morin, was born. The mandate was simple: save the Levack
Arena. The stated goal was to raise monies to bolster ice bookings at the arena as the
primary basis for the closure recommendation was that our ice usage was the lowest of
all arenas in Greater Sudbury. Funds were raised and ice time purchased, benefitting
both our OFMHA Huskies and the local population at large by providing for more

hockey and more public skating bookings, some of which continue to this day.

The community came together and proved to City Council that the report was flawed,
and that I. J. Coady was and is vital to us in Onaping Falls. So convincing was the

argument that then-councillor Gerry Montpellier vowed to chain himself to the doors
before letting them close our arena. As it was, he never had to — our arena doors
stayed open, and it is still here today, 10 years later.

And so is the Committee; still here, still under the adept leadership and guidance of
Carrie Morin, and still advocating for the people and recreational facilities of Onaping
Falls. In 2014 we incorporated as a not-for-profit, with a new name — the Onaping Falls
Recreation Committee —and a new mandate: keeping the community strong, with fit-
ting resources and thriving residents who stay active and engaged in our hometown.

They do this by organizing unique events that put Onaping Falls in the spotlight, leading
and participating in local initiatives, and spearheading and supporting infrastructure
projects for both new and existing amenities.

Continued on back pages



Our GARDEN CENTRE
is OPEN!!!

Store Hours are Monday to Friday
from 9am to Spm
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May 9 to 22 (9219) May 9 t0 22 (9220)  May 23-June 5 (9221) May 30-June5 (9222)
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Just a few events and activities your Onaping Falls Recreation
Committee O.F.R.C. has provided since it began in 2013

Projects & Community Initiatives

2018: Onaping Splash Pad with funding from fundraising, Fednor & City of Greater Sudbury
2019: Pavilion at Onaping Splash Pad with funding from City of Greater Sudbury HCI Capital Grant
2021: Upgrade of Onaping Community Centre entrance with funding from New Horizon for Seniors Grant

2021: Onaping Community Garden (in partnership with Onaping Falls CAN) Local Food Infrastructure Fund (Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada)

2021: Fencing at Russell Beaudry Outdoor Rink with funding from City of Greater Sudbury HCI Capital Grant

2024: New benches at Levack Ballfield in partnership with KGHM

Past Events

2013: Family Walk/Run - May, Hockey Jersey Dance - June, 1°* Annual Jim Coady Memorial Arena Golf Tournament — August
Community Garage Sale — September, Halloween Dance — October

2014: Skate-a-thon — February, Family Fun Day — June 2014 (would become Falls Fest then Summer Fest)
2" Annual Jim Coady Memorial Arena Golf Tournament — August
Tri-Sport Tournament BBQ - September, Onaping Falls Power Skating Program — September

Rocks & Rings Curling Program - October 2014 @ Levack PS, Larchwood PS, Ecole St-Etienne at Onaping Falls Curling
Club, Vegas in the Falls - October , New Year's Eve Adult & Teen Dance - December

2015: Skate-a-thon — February, Falls Fest - June (Summer Fest) .3rd Annual Jim Coady Memorial Arena Golf Tournament -
August ,Onaping Falls Power Skating Program - September, Kid's Klub - October 2015 to June 2016, Yuk Yuk’s Comedy
Night (partnership with OFMHA) - October, Vegas in the Falls - October, New Year's Eve Adult & Teen Dance - December

2016: Onaping/Levack Winter Carnival — February, Brawl in the Falls - February, Skate-a-thon - February

Paint Night - March & June, Falls Fest - June (Summer Fest), Greater Sudbury Police Service 2nd Annual Bike Rodeo - J
June, Northern Corner Run - August4th Annual Jim Coady Memorial Arena Golf Tournament - August

Onaping Falls Power Skating Program - September, Kid's Klub - October 2016 to June 2017, Yuk Yuk’s Comedy Night
(partnership with OFMHA) - October

New Year's Eve Teen Dance - December

2017: Onaping/Levack Winter Carnival — February, Falls Fest - June (Summer Fest), 5th Annual Jim Coady Memorial Arena Golf
Tournament - August , Onaping Falls Power Skating Program - September, Breakfast with Santa - December, New Year's
Eve Teen Dance - December

2018: Onaping/Levack Winter Carnival — February, Paint Night - May & October , RCMP Musical Ride & Family Festival - June
Onaping Falls Power Skating Program - September , Breakfast with Santa - December, New Year's Eve Teen Dance

2019: 1% Annual Onaping Falls Winter Carnival — February, Onaping Falls Summer Fest - June, Northern Corner Run - August
Onaping Falls Mixed Slo-Pitch Tournament Bar - September, Onaping Falls Power Skating Program - September
Breakfast with Santa - December

2020: 2" Annual Onaping Falls Winter Carnival — February,Onaping Falls Power Skating Program - September
Breakfast with Santa - December

2021: 3" Annual Onaping Falls Winter Carnival — February,  Onaping Falls Summer Fest - June, Onaping Falls Power Skating
Program - September .Cavalcade of Colours Children's Festival - September, Breakfast with Santa - December

2022: 4™ Annual Onaping Falls Winter Carnival — February, Onaping Falls Summer Fest —June,  Onaping Falls Power Skating
Program — September, Breakfast with Santa - December

2023: 5th Annual Onaping Falls Winter Carnival, Onaping Falls Summerfest, AY Jackson Summer Program, Onaping Falls Power
Skating School

2024: 6th Annual Onaping Fallls Winter Carnival plus many more events planned for 2024!
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The largest projects began immediately after incorporation. Fundraising and planning
for a splash pad in Onaping Falls started before the ink was dry. Many months (and lot
of work) later, this dream became a reality. After fundraising for four years, we

received funding from Fednor and the City of Greater Sudbury to build our splash pad.
In August 2018, the Onaping Splash Pad officially opened. This free amenity has helped
keep families cool in the summer ever since!

The OFRC at its core is a group of residents committed to the betterment of the lives of
the people of Onaping Falls. We especially place high value in our youth and seniors,
striving to provide them with the necessary tools to remain happy, healthy and involved
in our community.

In 2019, the Committee approached the City of Greater Sudbury Tourism department
with a request for partnership to re-open the A.. Jackson Lookout facilities for the

summer months. With their support, they became the proud recipients of the Canada
Summer Jobs program through the Government of Canada, something that has carried
through for the past six years. The Lookout had been closed up for many years!

With this grant, the Committee creates jobs for our youth, who act as Ambassadors of
Onaping Falls. Their goal , with help from Sudbury Tourism and GCS, is to make High
Falls and surrounding communities a prominent tourist stop for people visiting Northern
Ontario. The students share knowledge of the area and also runa weekend program of
arts and crafts inviting anyone to join in.

In 2020, the OFRC began the Student Citizenship Award. We recognize a student who
has demonstrated exceptional qualities in Citizenship. Recipients are a graduating

student from Onaping Falls who has made a positive contribution to their school and
community and are school or community leaders.

Over the years the membership of the committee has changed several times, and has
included many people, both short and long-term, fulltime and part-time, but the

commitment to serving the people of Onaping Falls has never wavered. New events
have been introduced, and old ones revitalized.

New volunteers are always welcome to join the committee. You can contact
Carrie Morin at 705-918-1978 if you wish to help out!

Onaping Falls News May 2024



	OFN May 2024 Pages 1 to 16
	OFN May 2024 Pages 17 to 32

